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Oakwood Primary School
	


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024/2025

	Date this summary was published
	September 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Helen Bowden

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Hertfordshire Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that people can achieve.
	
At Oakwood we have a clear school curriculum for music for each year group which can be found on our school website. Currently class teachers use school subscriptions to Sing-Up and Music Express to support their music planning and teaching.
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/oakwood-primary/UploadedDocument/201b528e-3bf8-4dc7-99dc-d251c162ff78/music-curriculum-overview.pdf
All children in the school have the opportunity to play music instruments and this is actively encouraged. 
Each class has at least 1 hour of music timetabled per week including a singing assembly. 
At Oakwood children have the opportunity to learn to sing through weekly singing practice sessions and through performances. They have music lessons with a range of instruments. 
Body percussion
Percussion – tuned/untuned
Keyboards
Recorders
Boom whackers
Children are taught to sing properly, appraise a wide range of music and read, play, compose and improvise music on some pitched instruments e.g. chime bars and glockenspiels, as well as a variety of unpitched instruments. 
In either Year 3 or 4 all children are taught the violin and recorder by a specialist music teacher from Herts Education Service (our music hub). Children receive a weekly 45-minute lesson for the year. 
What can we expect to see in the classroom in a music lesson? 
Diversity/equality in music is very important to us at Oakwood and it is always considered in planning and lesson delivery 
· Learning through practical music and/or singing in every lesson using our wide range of musical instruments, multi-media and resources 
· A good understanding of behavioural expectations, in particular in relation to instrument use 
· Children feeling challenged but confident, happy and able to make music 
There can be a diverse range of abilities/knowledge and skills in music especially in UKS2 where children might be learning an instrument/taking part in music clubs outside school. Tasks are differentiated for independent work. Sometimes in UKS2 this does mean working beyond KS2 curriculum.
Where children are working in groups, specific roles are assigned to particular children. Working in mixed ability groups selected by the teacher; more able children will be stretched to take a leadership role, giving children opportunity to foster new skills such as conducting a group or taking the lead with structuring a composition. Other members of the group will benefit from working with a more experienced peer. The teacher will use group working as an opportunity to take a lower ability group to work with them more individually and lead and develop those who are struggling in a particular area. SEND children are fully supported and will participate/undertake the same tasks alongside their peers with support from LSAs, music teacher and scaffolding.



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	
Outside of lesson time, we offer: 
at various times throughout the year. 
Whole class singing in other subjects – such as French. 
Small group community carol singing opportunities as part of our ‘Be Kind’ value 

Many children in the school also attend private 1:1 music sessions out of school 



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

	
Children at Oakwood Primary School take part in weekly singing assemblies, and music is incorporated into assemblies, Harvest, Christmas and Easter celebrations and events. Musicians perform at concerts and events held in school during the year. 
All children take part in music performances – EYFS and KS1 at Christmas, lower Key Stage 2 at Easter and violin and recorder performances, Children in Upper KS2 have taken part in performances at the Alban Arena, and Year 6 perform a leavers production.
In previous years some children have attended the Young Voices concert at Wembley Arena to perform and experience live music in a large venue. 
Children watch musical theatre productions such as Joseph.



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

	
Moving forward Oakwood Primary School is aiming to build on the depth of music we already have in place, by extending the opportunities to explore music further. We have a new music lead this year, and she will be auditing musical provision and resources over the coming academic year.
We appreciate how vitally important it is to maintain the strong ties we have with our community, and work in the future will focus on this. We are aware that bringing live music into school is important to the musical development of our children, and we would like to extend the experience of listening to live performances in a range of musical genres. We will be particularly active in identifying musicians from within the school community (family/friends) to share their skills with the children. We will be further developing our links with our local Secondary School (Beaumont School), hoping to bring Secondary pupils to perform to our pupils and to watch their school ensemble playing.
For those children who love to sing, we will run a new weekly school choir for children (initially in Years 1-6, to be reviewed). This will be led by our music lead, supported by another member of staff. There is a small annual charge for choir, a reduced rate being offered for those children eligible for pupil premium. 
As a school, we are looking for ways to increase cultural diversity throughout our wider school provision and we are keen to establish links with music organisations which can offer cultural diversity within the arts for our children.
We would like to continue to offer music experiences for our children and are looking to offer the opportunity to take part in local and regional music making projects in the future. 
Individual music lessons are offered to all children, and we will continue to encourage all children to take part in music lessons.



Further information (optional)
	https://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk
The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
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